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SAHIH AL-BUKHARI (g4 gaaa)

Sahih al-Bukhari (¢ 53l zaus) was compiled by Imam Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn Isma'il
ibn Ibrahim ibn al-Mughirah ibn Bardizbah al-Ju‘fi al-Bukhari ( cx a! ) o dielesd ¢ 2ase di) 2 sl
@B aaall 4050 5 o 3 uaall), 810-870/194-256 AH (~= Jui &l (=), The book is titled "The
Abridged Collection of Authentic Hadith with Connected Chains regarding Matters Pertaining
to the Prophet %, His practices and His Times" ( 4ie &l Lo &l Jsuy sal (30 poaitial) riall vivial) aalal
TR PR plasg).

BIOGRAPHY OF IMAM BUKHARI (~& Jud di) (i)

Imam Bukhari (e a3 4) (=) is one of the most distinguished scholars of Hadith in Islamic
history. His book Sahih Bukhari, accepted as the most authentic book of Hadith, is one of the
greatest sources of Sahih Ahadith in Islamic literature. He was born on Friday, 13 Shawwal, 194
H (July 16, 810 AD) in Bukhara, Uzbekistan.

ANCESTORS

Imam Bukhari's father Ismail ibn Ibrahim ibn Mughaira al-Ju'fi was a also a Hadith scholar, and
student of Imam Malik Ibn Anas (~e Jui 4} (=), Ibn Hibban mentioned him in his book
'Reliable Narrators' (<&l S) and recorded that Isma’il heard Ahadith from Imam Malik. He
also sat in the company of Abdullah Ibn Mubarak and others. Hadith Scholars of Iraq related
Ahadith from him.



Ismail was an industrious and wealthy person who left a good deal of wealth at the time of his
death. He died when Imam Bukhari was an infant. Thus, the responsibility of upbringing of the
Imam was shouldered by his mother.

It is reported that the grandfather of Imam Bukhari, Al-Mughaira bin Bardizbah had settled in
Bukhara after accepting Islam. Information about Imam's ancestors is sketchy except that his
great grandfather Bardizbah ibn Bazzabah and his ancestors were Persian, following the
religion of their forefathers.

EDUCATION

Imam Bukhari received early education in Bukhara. He was famous for his exceptional memory
right from his childhood. He memorized Quran early and inherited interest in Ahadith from his
father. It is reported that by early teens he learned over 300,000 Ahadith and memorized
Ahadith collections of Abdullah Ibn Mubarak, a companion of Imam Abu Hanifah, and others.
He also sat in the company of many Hadith scholars of his time to learn Ahadith. His teachers
include, (i) Ishaq Ibn Rahway, (ii) Ali Ibn Madini, (iii) Dhihaak Ibn Mukhlid, (iv) Makki Ibn
Ibrahim Khadhali, (v) Ubaidullah Ibn Musa Abasa, (vi) Abdul Quddoos Ibn Hajjaj, (vii)
Muhammad Ibn Abdullah Ansari, (viii) Shaikh ad-Dakhili, etc.

Muhammad Abu Hatim ibn Idris al-Razi (811-890), a contemporary Hadith scholar of his time,
who knew him personally, recorded the statement of Imam Bukhari about his early education,
as follows:

"l began to go regularly to Shaikh ad-Dakhili and others. One day, Shaikh ad-
Dakhili was describing Ahadith to his students. While describing the chain of a
Hadith, he said 'Sufyan reported from Abu Zubayr from Ibrahim.' On this I said
to him, '"Abu Zubayr never related anything from Ibrahim'. 'On this the Shaikh
rebuffed me. I told him, 'please refer to your original copy, if you still have it.'
The Shaikh went and looked at it and then came back and said, 'alright then how
it is supposed to be read, young man? I said, 'It is actually Zubayr ibn Uday, and
he narrated the Hadith from Ibrahim. On hearing this, the Shaikh took his pen
and corrected his book, saying, you are right.'

Muhammad Abu Hatim recorded another incident, as follows.

"It was reported to me (Abu Hatim) by two Senior students who attended Hadith
classes along with young (Imam) Bukhari. They noticed that several days had
passed the boy was attending the classes but was not writing anything down.
They asked him about it. He ( Imam Bukhari) told them, “You are here longer
than me. Why do you not tell me what you have written?” They did so, and the
total came to over fifteen thousand Ahadith. When they finished reading, the



Imam repeated from memory every word of every Hadith they had read to him
and asked them, 'Do you still think that I come here for nothing or that I am
wasting my time?"

Another Hadith scholar Sulayman ibn Mujahid cited the following incident.

"One day I was in the company of Muhammad ibn Salam Baykandi. He told me,
'If you had come a little early, I would have shown you the child who has
seventy thousand Ahadith in his memory. I was amazed. I stood up, and started
looking for that child. Shortly I found him. I asked, 'Are you the one who has
memorized committed seventy thousand Ahadit?' Imam Bukhari replied, 'T have
learned more Ahadith than this. I even know the place of birth, death and
residence of most of those companions from whom the Ahadith are narrated."

When Imam Bukhari was 18 years old, he went for Hajj along with his mother and brother.
After Hajj, his mother and brother returned to Bukhara, but he stayed in Makka-al-Mukarrama
for two years for further education. From Makka, he went to Madina and stayed there for one
year. This was the time his great travels began in pursuit of Ahadith collection. He traveled to
Basra, Balkh, Merv, Nishapur, Rayy, Baghdad, Kufa, Makkah, Madina, Wasit, Egypt,
Damascus, Qaysariya, Asqalan, Palestine, Syria, etc., and wrote Ahadith narrated by over one
thousand people.

Mohammad Abu Hatim recorded a statement of Imam Bukhari, in this context, as follows.

"Then I spent five years in Basra with my books, going for Hajj (again), and then
returning from Makkah to Basra. I never related a Hadith unless I knew the
authentic from the doubtful, and until I had studied the books of the rational
Jurists about this Hadith. I know nothing that is considered essential, whether be
it in regard to legislation, etiquette, society, or anything, that cannot be found in
the Book of Allah (=3 5 4ias) or the Sunnah of His Apostle (plus 4l 5 4de & JLa)."

A spectacular incident is reported that took place in Baghdad where the Imam had taken up
temporary residence. The people having heard of his accomplishments, decided to test him.
They chose one hundred different Ahadith, changed the chain of narration and in some cases
altered the text. These Ahadith were read in front of the Imam by 10 people. He was asked to
testify. A large crowd had gathered to witness the test. After listening to each Hadith, the Imam
gave a standard reply - 'not to my knowledge'. However, after completion of their recitation of
all 100 Ahadith, the Imam repeated each text and testimonials which had been changed,
followed by the correct text and testimonial.



BOOKS WRITTEN BY IMAM BUKHARI

Imam Bukhari wrote his first book titled Prophet's ¥ Companions and their immediate
successors' (el s 4laall LLzd) in Makka al-Mukarrama when he was staying there after Hajj.

Later, during his stay in Madina, he wrote his famous book titled 'The detailed History of
Narrators' (U=Sl) z,U)). In this book he compiled the biographies of narrators of Ahadith from
the time of the Companions until his time.

He studied the lives of narrators, to make sure they were trustworthy in their reporting. They
should not change the wording of the Hadith or concoct from their minds. If it came to his
knowledge that the narrator is not trustworthy or an open sinner, he will not write down the
Hadith unless there was another strong chain of narrators existed for that Hadith. He studied
where and when the narrators lived, in order to make sure that if someone narrates from
someone else, they must both have been in the same place at the same time and have actually
met and discussed the Hadjith.

He wrote three books about the narrators of Ahadith to establish the ability and trustworthiness
of narrators in conveying the Ahadith. These are, (i) The detailed history of Narrators ( 4!
a1, (ii) The Standard History of Narrators (bws¥ &JUl), and (iii) The Brief History of
Narrators (sall & ull).

Imam Bukhari made stringent guidelines for acceptance of Ahadith. He was among the
pioneering scholars who used a systematic approach in analyzing and labeling Ahadith into (i)
'Authentic' (Sahih - m~=), (ii) 'Good' (Hassan- u~»), (iii) 'Perpetual’ (Mutawatir - i si), (iv)
'Infrequent’ (Ahaad - &), (v) Weak (Da'eef - —a=z), and (vi) 'Concocted' (Mawdu - ¢ sa34).
Later, these classifications became a standard which was followed and further developed by the
later Hadith scholars.

Imam Bukhari wrote several books, but his book Sahih Bukhari titled "The Abridged Collection
of Authentic Hadith with Connected Chains regarding Matters Pertaining to the Prophet ¥, His
practices and His Times" (4sbls 4iiu s alus adde dil Jloa d) Jguy ) 5al (0 poaitial) niall vivsdl) aalall) is most
famous among them. It is reported that it took him 16 years to complete this book. Sahih
Bukhari is accepted by all scholars as the most authentic book of Hadith.

The Imam mentioned how the idea came to his mind for writing Sahih Bukhari, as follows.

"Once, during one of our Hadith sessions when my teacher Ishaq Ibn Rahway
remarked, 'it would be appreciated if someone could collect Ahadith that held
strong and reliable testimonials and write them in a book!, the idea came to my
mind to compile authentic Ahadith in a book."



What makes Sahih Bukhari so unique was Imam's meticulous attention to detail. He made far
stricter rules than other Hadith scholars for accepting a Hadith as authentic. His collection of
Ahadith is a monumental achievement and an irreplaceable cornerstone of the Science of
Hadith scholarship. Through his work, Hadith studies became a science with governing laws
that protected the field from innovation/corruption.

Sahih Bukhari is divided into 97 books, each with numerous chapters within it. After he
finished the compilation, Imam Bukhari showed the manuscript to some of his teachers like
Imam Ahmed, Ibn al-Madini, Ibn Ma'in, etc.

Over 80 guides have been written to explain Sahih Bukhari. The best among them are (i) Ibn
Hajr al-Asqalani’s “Fath Al-Bari”, (ii) Shihab Ahmad Ibn Al-khateeb Al-Qastalani’s "Irshad As-
Sari”, and (iii) Badr-ud-Deen al-Aini’s “Umda-tul-Qari”.

Imam Bukhari has written many books. These include (i) Sahih Bukhari, (ii) Tarikh-Al Kabeer
(and Tarikh al-Awsat, and Tarikh as Sageer), (iii) Khalq A’faal Ebaad, (iv) Kitaab al-Wuhdan,
(v) Adab al-Mufrad, (vi) Kitaab Adh-Dhua’fa, (vii) Juz Raf al-Yadain, (viii) Juz Al-Qirat Kalful
Imam, (ix) Tafseer Al-Kabeer, (x) Kitab Al-Ilal, (xi) Kitaab Al-Managqib, (xii) Qadhaya As-
Sahabah wa at-taba'in, (xiii) Kitab al-Ashribah, (xiv) Kitab al-Hibah, (xv) Kitab al-Mabsoot, etc.

Imam Bukhari had many students. It is reported that over 9000 people used to sit in his lessons
when he taught his Sahih Bukhari. There used to be many travelers among this crowd who used
to travel long distances to listen to his sermons. There are some well-known names among his
students like (i) Tirmidhi, (ii) Muslim, (iii) Nasa’i, (iv) Ibrahim Ibn Ishaq Al-Harawi, (v)
Muhammad Ibn Ahmad Ibn Dolabi, (vi) Mansoor Ibn Muhammad Bazdoori, etc.

Imam Muslim ibn Haijjaj reported that in 250 AH, Imam Bukhari arrived in Nishapur. After
hearing the news of his arrival, people were jubilant. Muhammad ibn Yahya adh-Dhuhli was
the ruler of Nishapur. He led a huge crowd of people to the outskirts of the city to receive Imam
Bukhari. Imam Muslims wrote, 'I had never seen such a reception ever given to a scholar or a
ruler'.

In Nishapur, Imam Bukhari began giving lectures on Ahadith. A crowd used to gather to listen
to his lecture. However, his popularity became an eye sore to some people in Nishapur. They
started to insinuate the ruler about the Imam. Gradually the ruler started suspecting about the
Imam. The conspirators sent a person to attend Imam's lectures and find something to defame
him. This man asked Imam, whether Qur'an was created or not created. The Imam knew the
intention of the questioner. He paused for a while but the person insisted for his reply. On this,
the Imam said 'Quran is the word of Allah and is not created. Then the man posed certain more
questions to confuse the issue. On this, the Imam explained 'our (human) actions are created
and our pronunciation of Quranic verses is one of our actions.'

This statement of Imam was conveyed to the ruler who had believed that 'even the
pronunciation of Quran was eternal'.



The difference of opinion was not on the essence that the Quran is the word of Allah. Adh-
Duhli, the ruler, and some people following the Hanbali school of thought in Nishapur
considered that the pronunciation of the word of Allah is also not created, while Imam Bukhari,
Muslim and others considered the pronunciation is created because it is part of one's acts.

After this, a mass propaganda campaign was initiated against the Imam and people were made
to believe that Imam considers the word of Allah as created. The ruler openly disconnected his
ties with the Imam and stopped people from attending Imam's lectures. When things went out
of control, the Imam decided to leave Nishapur to his hometown Bukhara.

The Imam received a mammoth welcome in Bukhara on his arrival. He established a school
there and started teaching Ahadith. However, he faced rivalry in Bukhara as well. Some people
started spreading false stories about him. The Governor of Bukhara was incited to act against
the Imam. The Governor asked the Imam to come to his home every day and teach his son. The
Imam replied, 'I do not want to abuse knowledge and carry it to the doorstep of the ruler'. If
anybody wants to learn, they should come to my school.' On this the Governor said, he cannot
let his son sit with commoners in the school and the Imam should teach his son alone. The
Imam did not agree. On this, the Governor became angry. A fatwa was issued by a group of
Ulema against the Imam to banish him from Bukhara.

DEATH OF IMAM BUKHARI

The Imam was distressed to leave his homeland. He decided to go to Samargand. On his way
he was told that the people of Samarqand were divided about him. He stopped his journey at a
village called 'Khartang'. He spent two months there and became ill. When people of
Samarqand knew that the Imam had stayed back from travel to their city, a large delegation
from Samarqgand came to pursue him to travel to Samarqand. But by this time, he had become
very week from his ailment.

He died on the night of Eid al-Fitr, the first night of Shawwal in the year 256 AH (870 AD). He
was 62 years old. He was buried in Khartang. (Tadhkira-tul-Huffaz 2/122, Shadhrat adh-
Dhahab 2/135, Tahdhib at-Tahdhib 9/47, Al-Wafiyaat 1/55, etc.)

It is claimed that Imam Bukhari was a follower of Hanbali school of thought. Some people claim
he was follower of Shafi'i school of thought. Ad-Dhahabi said Imam Bukhari was a mujtahid, a
scholar capable of making his own ijtihad.

It is reported that when Imam Bukhari went to Nishapur, Imam Muslim came to him and
kissed his forehead and said, 'O Teacher, O leader of the Muhadditheen, give me permission to
kiss your feet." Imam Tirmidhi said, 'in the field of narrators I have not seen anyone more
knowledgeable than Imam Bukhari'. Ibn Khuzaimah said, ' have never encountered anyone
more knowledgeable than Imam Bukhari in Ahadith.



CRITERIA OF HADITH COLLECTION

SAHIH AL-BUKHARI (s a3 zsaa) is accepted as the most reliable Hadith book. It contains
about 7500 Ahadith selected from over 600,000 Ahadith. This shows the care taken by the Imam.
It contains 97 books, and over 4000 chapters. The criteria used by Imam Bukhari, which was
later followed by his student Imam Muslim, for Ahadith compilations is briefly described
below.

(i) The knowledge of Hadith (<yall ole)

In it, they studied the wording of the Prophet (alus 41l 5 43l il J1a) used, its line of
transmission and the original listener or recorder.

(ii) The knowledge about the credibility of narrator (Cuasll Jall ole)

In it, they analyzed the narrator with certain mandatory requirements, like; (a) he
should be a Muslim, (b) should have reached the age of puberty, (c) must be of
stable mind, (d) should not deviate or stray. (e) should avoid sin, (f) Narrator's
mannerism and actions should be good.

(iii) Study of the background of the narrators (a3l 5z ,all ole).

In it, they evaluated the reliable sources, using details about the history of the
narrator, his family background, strengths and weaknesses, consistency in good
character, etc.

(iv) Knowledge of the root of the Hadith (Cuasll ) ale)

In it, they undertook detailed study of the life of Prophet Mohammad ( 4de 4} s
alus 4l ) to help them in evaluating the authenticity of the narration beyond any
doubt.



BOOKS IN SAHIH AL-BUKHARI

Sahih al-Bukhari consists of the following 97 books. Their Translation and Explanation have
been covered in 9 volumes.

(1) Book of Revelation (>3 s liS)

(2) Book of Faith (Ule) SLS)

(3) Book of Knowledge (alxd! Lis)

(4) Book of Ablution (ssasll i)

(5) Book of Bathing (Jusll i)

(6) Book of Mensuration (uanll )

(7) Book of dry Ablution (aesll LS)

(8) Book of Salah (s3uall )

(9) Book of Times of Salah (33uall Cufl sa L)
(10) Book of Azan (U3 <is)

(11) Book of Friday Salah (3zeall iS)

(12) Book of Salah to allay fear (<5l 33%ba )
(13) Book of two Eids (ol )

(14) Book of Salat al-Witr (Uil @)

(15) Book of Salah for rain (slwiuw¥) QS)

(16) Book of Salah during Eclipse (<s«Sll i)
(17) Book of Prostration during recitation of Quran (Ol 2 s CUS)
(18) Book of abridgement in Salah (_sadill LiS)
(19) Book of Salat at-Tahajjud (2l SUS)
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(20) Book of virtue of Salah at Haramain in Makka and Madina ( & 33ball Juad S
Ripaall 5 3%a dane)

(21) Book of actions during Salah (s3ball (& Jasll i)

(22) Book of forgetfulness during Salah (el US)

(23) Book of Funerals (Jitsll i)

(24) Book of Zakat (38l i)

(25) Book of Hajj (@1l ©)

(26) Book of Umra  (5_xll S)

(27) Book of Pilgrims prevented from Hajj & Umra (sl S)
(28) Book of Penalty for Hunting during Hajj (sl ¢! » i)
(29) Book of virtues of Madina al-Munawwara (Al Jibiad (L)
(30) Book of Fasting (as<all )

(31) Book of Salat at-Taraweeh in Ramadhan (gl 83ka L)
(32) Book of the night of al-Qadr (Ll 4Ll Juzab LiS)

(33) Book of Seclusion in a Mosque (<ilSie ¥ US)

(34) Book of Trading (g sl Ss)

(35) Book of advance payment for goods (alud! LiS)

(36) Book for no excuse (d=adll )

(37) Book of Hiring  (s_laY) L)

(38) Book of debt transfer (<! sall S)

(39) Book of Surety (sl i)

(40) Book of Authorization/ Agency (Sl lis)

(41) Book of Agriculture (4e ) jall i)

(42) Book of Water distribution (38wl )



(43) Book of Bankruptcy (u=lgiu¥l 8 Gls)

(44) Book of Discounts (©le sadll i)

(45) Book of lost thing picked by someone (ikilll & LK)

(46) Book of Oppression  (plad! iS)

(47) Book of Partnership (3,4l (<)

(48) Book of Mortgage (urJl <)

(49) Book of Manumission of slaves (sl SiS)

(50) Book of Agreements (<SSl US)

(51) Book of Gifts and its virtues (Lale Ga il s Lehad g 431l QUS)

(52) Book of Witnesses (lalgdll ilis)

(53) Book of peacemaking (zlall S)

(54) Book of Conditions (ds_&ll )

(55) Book of Wills (Llall )

(56) Book of Jihad and Expeditions (Ul slgadl iS)

(57) Book of One fifth of the booty in the cause of Allah (Ul (= % CS)
(58) Book of Jizya Security Tax and Pledge (Ae3)sall 5 4, 5all CS)

(59) Book of beginning of creation (&) ¢ L)

(60) Book of Prophets (slw¥) duslal )

(61) Book of virtues of Prophet Mohammad # and Sahabah (—8lull i)
(62) Book of Virtues of Sahabah (alus4sle dl L il Glaal Jilisd )
(63) Book of Virtues of Ansaar of Madina (Jba¥) cilia i)

(64) Book of Prophet's # military expeditions (s il i)

(65) Book of Prophet's # Tafseer (umdill )
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(66) Book of Virtues of Quran (gfdll Jiliad )

(67) Book of Marriage (z\Sil ()

(68) Book of Divorce (>all )

(69) Book of Supporting the family (<l s)

(70) Book of Food (iexhY¥) )

(71) Book of Aqeeqa (3aiall )

(72) Book of Hunting and slaughtering (aualls zball i)
(73) Book of Fid al-Azha (abaY) )

(74) Book of Drink (&Y i)

(75) Book of patients (s+all i)

(76) Book of Medicine (whll )

(77) Book of Dress (usllll i)

(78) Book of Good manners and respect of elders (=¥ i)
(79) Book of asking permission ({iisY) Qi)

(80) Book of Supplication (<l seall L)

(81) Book of tenderness of heart (3@l )

(82) Book of Destiny (Ll is)

(83) Book of Oath and vows (L2l s (lasl) )

(84) Book of expiation for unfulfilled oaths (cta¥) <l S LK)
(85) Book of Inheritance (=il dll L)

(86) Book of limits and punishment (232l US)

(87) Book of Blood money (<l S)

(88) Book of Apostates (pelli s (pailaall 5 (3 yall 4,550 )
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(89) Book of Statements made under duress (s/_S¥! US)

(90) Book of making pretext (dall i)

(91) Book of explication of dreams (Ladll US)

(92) Book of Tribulations before Qiyamah (uidl i)

(93) Book of Judgments (p\SaY) i)

(94) Book of Wishes (il i)

(95) Book of accepting information from a truthful person (sa¥) JLal JUs)

(96) Book of holding on to the commandments of Quran and Sunnah ( <us
Al I oLie V1)

(97) Book of oneness of God (= sill Q)

BOOK # 1 - BEGINNING OF REVELATIONS

PRGN

The translation of Ahadith and their explanations, in the light of Quran and Sunnah, are
provided below. First, the content of the Hadith is provided in Arabic, followed by its
translation in English and then, wherever necessary, explanation has been provided to help
readers understand Hadith in its proper perspective.
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CHAPTER (1)
alos ale i dea ) gl ) GAGH 63 H8 il Gy
How the Divine Revelation started for Prophet Mohammad (plus 4l 5 4de 4 JLa)
o3 ba s b ) LA 51 LS G} a5l U1 - 6580 O ) 0385

Indeed, We have revealed to you, (O Prophet %), as We revealed to Prophet Noah ( 4
e2uall) and the prophets after him. (An-Nisa-163)

Sahih al-Bukhari Vol 1, Bk 1, Hadith # 001

tma\_'\ M\A\f\ww‘fﬁ\d\ﬁsd‘)\...aay‘muab_\ml_uhdb‘uh&uuhd\ﬁc).u‘)l\u.\.m\mgmaﬂ\\.uh
" ‘,*-)3! Rl \A&lmﬁgﬁt«é&ﬁs‘f‘ QAJ‘M@JQJMJ% uﬂswﬂ‘dyugsﬂdiébul; «,—a\:\eﬂa R Lmi

Narrated Hadhrat Umar bin al-Khattab (~e i &) (=), on the pulpit (of a mosque) 'T heard
Allah's Apostle (plus Il 5 4le & L) saying, the reward of deeds depends upon the intentions
and every person will get the reward according to what he has intended. Thus, whoever
emigrated for worldly benefits or for a woman to marry, his emigration was for what he
emigrated for.'

Explanation

Some people get confused and are unable to differentiate between good and bad intentions. In
this context, following points are important.

(i) There is no doubt, the intention is the key to a person's deed. This fact is accepted by
everyone in the world, irrespective of a Muslim or non-Muslim. Even the Judge of a court does
not punish a defendant who accidentally killed a person unintentionally. Accidental actions are
not treated as done intentionally.

Good intention should also be lawful
(ii) If you go out of your house or city or country to earn money to feed your family, it will be
treated as good intention. But if you immigrate to make money to live a life of luxury and vice

and to use your money in creating disorder, it is not a good intention.

(iii) Can a person earn money unlawfully, with the good intention to spend it on charity? No, it
is not allowed in Islam.

13



It is in Hadith - Ge 483 Y5 )b 53 8000 JE Y " 06 dlusadle 0 o 00 08 e ) 0

Js[ Tbn Umar (~e M3 &) (oa5) narrated that : the Prophet (alus 4l 5 4le &1 L)
said: "Salah will not be accepted without purification, nor Charity from Ghulul
(Haram).] (Tirmidhi).

(iv) Can a person participate in the worship of idols, along with idol worshipers, in places of
their worship, with the good intention of unity among people of different faiths or Inter-faith
harmony? No, it is not allowed in Islam. Creating peace and harmony among different
faiths/sections of society can be achieved more effectively in many ways. You do not have a
create a cocktail of religions for this purpose.
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Narrated Ummul Momineen Aisha (4= Jwi & (=), Al-Harith bin Hisham asked Allah's
Apostle (plus 4l 5 4de 4l L), 'O Allah's Apostle (alus 40l 5 4le & La), how does Divine revelation
come to you? Allah's Apostle (alus 4l 5 4de & L) replied, 'Sometimes it is like the ringing of a
bell; this form of revelation is the hardest of all, and then this state passes off, after I have
grasped what is revealed. Sometimes the Angel comes in the form of a man and talks to me and
I grasp whatever he says. Ummul Momineen Aisha (W Jui & (a)) added: 'Verily I saw
revelation coming to him on a very cold day, and at the end, I noticed the sweat dropping from
Prophet's (alus 4l 5 44de & L) forehead.

Explanation

The channels of revelations to Prophet Mohammad (plus 41l 5 e 4 L) were many, direct and
indirect, both.

Itis in Quran - (> >3 V1 35h &) - 5 e i 3[ The Prophet # does not speak
out of desire. It is the revelation that is coming to him.] (An-Najm - 3-4)

It is in Hadith - Qatadah reported: I said, “Ummul Momineen, tell me about the
character of the Apostle of Allah, (alus 4l 5 4de 4 la) Ummul Momineen Aisha
(e Jui & (m)) said, 'Have you not read the Quran?' I said, “Of course!”
Ummul Momineen Aisha (We Jwi &) (o)) said, 'Verily, the character of the
Prophet of Allah (plus 4l 5 4de & La) was the Quran.' (Muslim).

The Prophet (plus 41 5 e 4l L) mentioned two of these channels. What is the meaning of
'ringing of bell' (w)3ll dialia), It is the state of annihilation (<wl¥). What is this state. It is the
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state in which the existence of Almighty overtakes the existence of the servant. When this state
is over, the physical senses come back. This was one of the ways of revelations to Prophet
Mohammad (ples 4 5 4de &) L) During this state, when the Prophet (alus 40l 5 4e & L) had
grasped what was communicated to him directly, the state of annihilation would pass.

Sahih al-Bukhari Vol 1, Bk 1, Hadith # 003
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Narrated Ummul Momineen Aisha (W a3 &l (=), 'the onset of Divine revelations to Allah's
Apostle (alus 4l 5 ade &l o) was in the form of good dreams which came true like bright day
light, and then the love of seclusion was bestowed upon him. He used to go in seclusion in the
cave of Hira where he would pray continuously for many days till he would go back to see his
family. He would take with him some food for his stay and then come back to Ummul
Momineen Khadija (4 a3 4 (a)) to take his food like-wise again till suddenly (one day) the
Truth descended upon him while he was in the cave of Hira. The angel came to him and asked
him to read. The Prophet (plus Il 5 e & =) replied, "I do not know how to read. The Prophet
(ples 4l 5 4le & L) added, 'The angel caught me and pressed me so hard that I could not bear it
anymore. He then released me and again asked me to read and I replied, I do not know how to
read. Then he caught me again and pressed me a second time till I could not bear it
anymore. He then released me and again asked me to read but again I replied, I do not know
how to read. Then he caught me for the third time and pressed me, and then released me and
said,

[ AR &5 58 - Gl G (o) Gl - Gl 3l &5 oL 158 - Read in the name of your
Lord, who has created (all that exists), has created man from a clot. Read! And
your Lord is the Most Generous." (Al-Alaq - 1-3).

(After this) Allah's Apostle (alus 4l 5 4de & =) returned (home) with the revelation; his heart
beating hard. He went to Ummul Momineen Khadija bint Khuwailid (W a3 &) (=) and said,
'Cover me! Cover me!' He was covered, till his state came back to normal and he told her
everything that happened and said, 'l fear that something may happen to me.! Ummul
Momineen Khadija (4= a3 &) (oa)) replied, "Never! By Allah, Allah will always take care of
you. You keep good relations with your Kith and kin, help the poor and the destitute, serve
your guests generously and assist the deserving calamity-afflicted ones." Ummul Momineen
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Khadija (4 a3 4 (=) then accompanied him to her cousin Waraqa bin Naufal bin Asad bin
Abdul Uzza, who, during Pre-Islamic period, had become Christian and used Hebrew letters in
his writing. He used to write from the Gospel in Hebrew as much as Allah wished him to write.
He was an old man and had lost his eyesight. Ummul Momineen Khadija (Wie a3 & (=) said
to Waraqa, 'Listen to your nephew, O' my cousin!' Waraqa asked, 'O my nephew! What have
you seen?' Allah's Apostle (plus 41l 5 43le & L) described whatever he had seen. Waraqa said,
'This is the same one (angel Gabriel) who keeps the secrets, whom Allah had sent to Moses ( 4=
eoudl). T wish I were young and could live up to the time when your people would turn you out.'
Allah's Apostle (alus 4l 5 4le &) o) asked, 'Will they drive me out? Waraqa replied in the
affirmative and said, 'Anyone who came with something similar to what you have brought was
treated with hostility; and if I should remain alive till the day when you will be turned out, then
I would support you strongly.' But after a few days Waraqa died and the Divine revelation was
also paused for a while.

Explanation

Some explanation in context of the sequence of events of the first revelation are important.

(i) Some people consider that the Prophet-hood of Prophet Mohammad (plus 4l 5 4o & L)
started in Hira cave when he was 40 years old and before that, he was not a prophet. This is
wrong understanding.

Prophet-hood of Prophet Mohammad (alus 4l 5 4de 4 L=) is established from the beginning of
creation.

The fact of Prophet Mohammad (plws 49 5 4dle &) Lo giene cifia

(@) It is in Hadith - Abu Hurairah (~e M ) ») narrated, 'they asked,
O'Allah's Apostle (alus 4l 5 4le & La), when was prophet-hood established for
you? He said, while Adam (a3l 4de) was between the soul and body'
(Tirmidhi).

(b) It is in Hadith - The Prophet (sl 4l 5 4le & =) said, truly [ was in the
sight of Allah (Jx5 3¢), the Seal of Prophets, when Adam (3l 4de) was still
kneaded in his clay. I shall inform you of the meaning of this. It is the
supplication of my father Ibrahim (a3l 43le).

[ 26855 Akl 5 il sgaliy il agile S ain ¥ 2 &5 5 & asaldl 5y Caf - Ourr
Lord, and send among them an Apostle from themselves who will recite to them
Your verses and teach them the Book and wisdom and purify them. Indeed, You
are the Exalted, Mighty and Wise.] (Al-Baqra - 129)

And the glad tidings of my brother Isa (23wl 4ie) to his people.
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[ st 15385 81550 s (5% (i Wl i 00) 61 35y () 150 (o8 6 i ) e 06 35
3aJ 4 535 s - And when Prophet Isa, the son of Mary (25l 4de) |, said, "O
children of Israel, indeed I am the Apostle of Allah to you confirming what came
before me of the Torah and bringing good tidings of an Apostle to come after me,

whose name is Ahmad.] (Assaf - 6)

And the vision, my mother saw the night I was born. She saw a light that lit the
palaces of Syro-Palestine so that she could see them. (Ahmad)

(c) It is in Hadith - Narrated Abu Huraira (~e =i & (=), the Prophet (4 Jla
alusall 543le) said - 'I was the first of the Prophets to be created and the last one to
be sent.' (al-Razi in his Fawa’id (4:207 #1399); al-Tabarani in Musnad al-
Shamiyyin (4:34-35 #2662); and Abu Nu'aym in Dala’il al-Nubuwwa (p.42 #3);
Qatada by al-Tabari in his Tafsir (sub 33:7) and with the wording 'the first of the
people' by Ibn Sa*d in his Tabaqat (1:124).

(d) It is in Hadith - Jabir Ibn Abdullah (~e i &) (=) asked the Prophet (& e
lugall 5 4de), O Apostle of Allah (ales 4l 5 4le &) L) may my father and mother
be sacrificed for you, tell me the first thing Allah (J5 3¢) created before all
things.! The Prophet (alus 4l 5 4le 4 La) said : O'Jabir (~e i & (=), the first
thing Allah (355 3¢) created was the light of your Prophet (alus 4l 5 4de &) L)
from His light. (And everything else was created from that light). (Part of the
Hadith).

The above Hadith was narrated by Abdur Razzaq (d. 211 AH) in his Musannaf
according to Qastallani in al-Mawahib al-Laduniyya (1:55) and Zarqani in his
Sahrh al-Mawahib (1:56 of the Matba'a al-Amira, Edn, Cairo).

Abdur Razzaq is one of the authentic and reliable narrators. Bukhari took 120
and Muslim took 400 Ahadith from him.

Baihaqi narrated the above Hadith with a different wording in 'Dala'il al-
Nubawwa, according to Zurqani in his Sharh al-Mawahib (1:56 of the Matba'a al-
Amira, Cairo.) Diyarbakri narrated it in 'Tarikh al-Khamis (1-20).

(e) Ttis in Quran - 1Jsid B s 430 A1 ) Uelds - 15305 150045 1ala @ak sl ) &0 Gy
O'Prophet (plus 41l 5 4de & JLa) Truly We have sent you as a Witness, a Bearer of
Glad tidings and a Warner (for the entire cosmos); and one who invites to Allah's

(grace) by His consent, and as a lamp spreading light (into the whole cosmos).
(Al-Ahzaab 45-46)

In the above verse Prophet Mohammad (alss 4l 5 4de &) La) is described as
'Lamp spreading light' (into the whole cosmos). He is also referred as a
'Witness', a bearer of glad tidings and the one who warns to humanity. A
witness is the one who knows about all the physical and spiritual aspects of this
Cosmos.
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The above Ahadith, and many related Quranic verses confirm that Apostleship
of Prophet Mohammad (plss 4l 5 4le & L) is established from the beginning of
the creation. However, it was made known to people when he was 40 years old.

(ii) The proclamation of Prophet-hood of Prophet Mohammad (plss 41l 5 4le &l L=) to the world
was divinely carried out in an organized way, as per the exigencies of our physical
world. Prophet's (alss 4l 5 4de &) =) truthful dreams before the declaration of Prophet-hood in
the world, and his love for seclusion in remembering Allah (J55 32) were indicators in this
context.

In addition, the worldly confirmation of prophet-hood from a source outside Prophet's ( 4 =
plus 40l 5 4le) home was done by Waraqa bin Naufal who confirmed and accepted the prophet-
hood based on his study of earlier scriptures. He also predicted people's apathy towards the
Prophet (plus 4l 5 4de & JLa) based on his knowledge of earlier scriptures.

During Prophet's (shss a1l 5 4de & =) childhood and adolescence, Hadhrat Abu Talib ( 4 (=)
4ie JMa3) recognized and believed in the Prophet-hood of Prophet Mohammad ( 4Vl 5 4ie 4 Jla

plus).

It is in Hadith - When Abu Talib ( 4= 3 &l (=) decided to go to Syria along
with the Quraish for business, he took the Prophet ( alus 4l 5 4le &l =) along
with him. At that time, the age of the Prophet ( alus 4l 5 4de &) L) was 12 years,
2 months and 10 days. When the caravan reached Basra, there a hermit (Christian
Monk) by name Buhaira recognized the Prophet ( ahes 4l 5 4de & o) the
moment he saw him, as he had read in the previous heavenly books the
attributes of the Last Prophet and the signs of his Prophet-hood.

Buhaira held the blessed hands of the Apostle ( akes 4l 5 4de &) la) and told the
Quraish: He is the leader of the heavens and earths. He is the Prophet of the Lord
of the Worlds and his greatness is 'Mercy for the whole universe'.

The Quraish asked him : How do you know all this? Buhaira replied: When you
were ascending the valley, there was no tree or stone that did not prostrate to
Him, at the time of heat, a small cloud covered Him and He has the Seal of
Prophet-hood between both His shoulders. With great devotion and respect,
Buhaira arranged a feast for the sake of the Prophet ( alusall 5 4e &l L),

Buhaira told Hadhrat Abu Talib ( 4 Jwi & (oa)), take your nephew back to
Makkah and sell away your merchandise here itself, as the Jews are his die-hard
enemies. There is a danger that they might martyr Him. Hence, Hadhrat Abu
Talib ( 4= Juwi &) (=) returned to Makkah along with the Prophet ( s 4le & Jla
alus 41l). (Tirmidhi, Muwahib Ladunniya by Qastallani).

The above episode shows Hadhrat Abu Talib ( 4 i & (=) believed in the Prophet-hood of

Prophet Mohammad ( alus 4l 5 4de &) [La). This was the reason he returned back to Makka. If
he did not believe it, he would have ignored Buhaira and continued his scheduled journey.
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Explanation of the events described in the above Bukhari Hadith # 3 about the first
revelation

(a) Explanation about the absence of human teacher of Prophet Mohammad ( k=
oy all 5 ale )

Allah (055 ’2) is the teacher of Prophet Mohammad (alus 411 5 4de & 1a), and the
Prophet (plus 4l 5 4de 4l JLa) is the teacher of humanity. In this circumstance, how
can a human being teach him reading or writing? This was the reason, the
Prophet (alus 4l 5 4de &) JLa) informed Hadhrat Jibreel (:2wdl 4de) that 'he does
not know how to read'.

It is in Quran - (3 35 5 - (538l 4.3 4 [The Lord of Mighty Power has taught
him. The Lord of Strength; so he attained completion.] (An-Najm - 5-6)

Allah (35 3¢) taught the Prophet (slus 4l 5 4de 4 L) everything, directly and
indirectly (via Hadhrat Jibreel - »3wdl 4ide). Hadhrat Jibreel (o) 4ie) was not
teaching the Prophet (plss 4l 5 4le &l JLa), in Hira cave, rather he was a medium
to convey Allah's (Ja5 32) affection towards Prophet Mohammad ( 41 s 4de &) s
alus) by three affectionate hugs. Surely, these hugs looked powerful to Prophet
Mohammad (ples 4l 5 4de 4 JLa), as this was a display of divine love.

(b) When Prophet Mohammad (alss 4l 5 4de &l L) said to Ummul Momineen
Khadija (Wi i &) (=) that 'T fear something may happen to me' ( e &uwia &
=), it reflects that he knew that the time has come to physically carry the
responsibility of Prophet-hood in the world, and surely it is a great responsibility
to shoulder. And when Ummul Momineen Khadija (We a3 & (o)) tried to
lessen Prophet's (alss 4l 5 4de &) L) concern by describing his exceptional
attributes, she meant that Allah's (Js5 3¢) help will always be there, in ensuing
years as well.
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Narrated Jabir bin Abdullah Al-Ansari, while talking about the period of pause in revelation,
reporting the speech of the Prophet (plss 41l 5 e 4l [La) 'While I was walking, all of a sudden I
heard a voice from the sky. I looked up and saw the same angel who had visited me at the cave
of Hira sitting on a chair between the sky and the earth. I got afraid and came back home and
said, Wrap me (in blankets). And then Allah (55 32) revealed the following Verses.
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[ 5381 33505 - Hekd sy - 5 &iny - Huli - 301 G - 'O you (the Prophet #)! wrapped up in
garments! Arise and warn (the people). And glorify your Lord. And purify your clothing. And
avoid uncleanliness.] (Al-Muddaththir - 1-5)

After this, the revelations started coming strongly, frequently and regularly.

Explanation

After the first revelation in Hira cave, there was a pause in revelations. It was a long
pause. Ulema differ in the period of this pause. Some say it was for two years, while others say
it was slightly longer or much shorter than two years. The above Hadith refers to this period.

The Prophet (plus 4l 5 4de 4 L) witnessed Hadhrat Jibreel (23wl 44e) sitting on a big chair
between the earth and sky. It depicts that the Prophet (plus 4l 5 4de &) la) was assured that
Allah, the mighty is looking over the affairs of Prophet (alss 4l 5 4le &l .L=) constantly. Looking
at the depiction of Allah's (323 3¢) might, the Prophet (plus 4l 5 4le &) L) covered himself in a
garment/blanket. While he did so, Allah (U’.A} f—) addressed him affectionately, as follows.

[ 5336 33505 - jekd iy - 58 &hh5 - a4 - 5 WG - 'O you ( Prophet #)!
wrapped up in garments! Arise and warn (the people). And glorify your Lord.
And purify your clothing. And avoid uncleanliness.] (Al-Muddaththir - 1-5)
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Narrated Sa'id bin Jubair; Ibn Abbas, in the explanation of the statement of Allah (a5 32) [ ¥
4 Jaxil Sl 4 8535 Move not your tongue with it, (O Prophet ), to hasten with recitation of the
Quran. Al-Qiyamah - 16] said, 'Allah's Apostle # used to bear the revelation with great effort

and used to move his lips with the revelation. Ibn Abbas moved his lips, saying, 'l am moving
my lips in front of you, as Allah's Apostle % used to move his.'

Sa'id bin Jubair moved his lips saying: 'l am moving my lips, as I saw Ibn Abbas moving his.'

Ibn 'Abbas added, 'So Allah revealed (the following verse)
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[ 485 daaa e ) - 4 Jasdl & 4 8535 Y- Move not your tongue with it, (O Prophet %), to hasten
with recitation of Quran. Indeed, upon Us is its collection (in your heart) and (to make it easier)
for you to recite it. - Al-Qiyamah - 16-17]

It means that Allah (J5 3¢) will make him (the Prophet £) remember by heart the portion of the
Qur'an which was revealed at that time and recite it (later).

The statement of Allah [ 4% &3 35 13- And when we have recited it to you, follow its
(Quran) recital' - Al-Qiyamah - 18] means 'listen to it calmly.'

And (this verse) [ 4 & &) & Then it is for Us (Allah ) to make it clear to you' - Al-Qiyamah -
19 ] means, 'then it is (for Allah) to make you recite it (and its meaning will be clear by itself
through your tongue).

Afterwards, Allah's Apostle # used to listen to Hadhrat Jibreel (23wl ) whenever he came and
after his departure used to recite it, as Jibreel (sl 42le) had recited.

Explanation

To receive, absorb and convey the word of Allah (Ja5 ) is the distinction of Prophet
Mohammad (ples 3l 5 4de 4 JLa) in the entire Universe.

It is in Quran - 4 433 (s Biais Ll 48151 Jis e G580 13 Wil 51 [ If We had sent
down this Qur'an upon a mountain, you would have seen it humbled and
coming apart from fear of Allah.] (Al-Hashr - 21)

It is in Quran - & VY3 &l b U Indeed, We will cast upon you a heavy
word.] (Al-Muzzammil - 6)

In the beginning, the Prophet (alus 4l 5 4l &) L) was concerned to remember the verses, so
that these can be conveyed to people later. Therefore, he used to repeat them while these were
revealed. To alleviate his concern, Allah (Jx5 32) assured him that he does not have to burden
himself for preservation of revealed verses in his heart. After this assurance the Prophet (4 =
elusall 5 4le) stopped repeating the verses while they were revealed.
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Narrated Ibn Abbas, Allah's Apostle ¥ was the most generous of all the people, and he used to
reach the peak in generosity in the month of Ramadan when Hadhrat Jibreel (a3l 4de) met
him. Hadhrat Jibreel (a2l 4e) used to meet him every night in Ramadan to recite Quran along
with the Prophet #. Allah's Apostle # was the most generous, even more generous than the
strong uncontrollable wind.

Explanation

Hadhrat Jibreel (23l 4de) used to meet the Prophet (alus 4l 5 4de &l =) every night in
Ramadhan to read Quran to Prophet (ales4ll 54le &) JLa) and in turn the Prophet (401 5 4de & L
alus) used to read Quran to Hadhrat Jibreel (¢3wd) 4de). Imam Bukhari has repeated the above
Hadith with a different chain in Kitab as-Saum, Hadith no. 7, in which it is mentioned that the
Prophet (plus 4l 5 43le &l L) used to recite Quran to Hadhrat Jibreel (22wl 43e) in Ramadhan.

In the last year of Prophet's (plus 4l 5 4le &l L) life, the recitation of Quran was done twice.

The Quran was later compiled in the same order as it was read in the last Ramadhan before the
death of Prophet (ales 4l 5 4de 4l L),

Generosity of Prophet Mohammad (plws 41 5 4 4 <)

Indeed, the Prophet (alus Il 5 4de &) =) was generous like a wind that brings clouds of rain
with which every thing benefits on earth.

It is in Quran - el 425 ¥) @ikl L[ And We have not sent you, (O' Prophet
%), except as a mercy to the worlds. | (Al-Anbiya - 107).
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Narrated Abdullah bin Abbas: Abu Sufyan bin Harb informed me that Heraclius had sent a
messenger to him while he had been accompanying a caravan from Quraish. They were
merchants doing business in Sham (Syria, Palestine, Lebanon and Jordan), at the time when
Allah's Apostle # had truce with Abu Sufyan and Quraish infidels. So Abu Sufyan and his
companions went to Heraclius at Ilya (Jerusalem). Heraclius called them in the court and he had
all the senior Roman dignitaries around him. He called for his translator who, translating
Heraclius's question said to them, 'Who among you is closely related to that man who claims to
be a Prophet?' Abu Sufyan replied, 'I am the nearest relative to him (in the group).

Heraclius said, 'Bring him (Abu Sufyan) close to me and make his companions stand behind
him." Abu Sufyan added, Heraclius told his translator to tell my companions that he wanted to
put some questions to me regarding that man (the Prophet #) and that if I told a lie they (my
companions) should contradict me." Abu Sufyan added, 'By Allah! Had I not been afraid of my
companions labeling me a liar, I would not have spoken the truth about the Prophet #. The first
question he asked me about him was:

'What is his family status among you?'

I replied, 'He belongs to a good (noble) family among us.'

Heraclius further asked, 'Has anybody among you ever claimed the same (to be a Prophet)
before him?'

I replied, 'No.'

He said, 'Was anybody among his ancestors a king?'
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I replied, 'No.'

Heraclius asked, 'Do the nobles or the poor follow him?'
I replied, 'It is the poor who follow him.'

He said, 'Are his followers increasing decreasing?'

I replied, 'They are increasing.'

He then asked, 'Does anybody among those who embrace his religion become displeased and
renounce the religion afterwards?'

I replied, 'No.'

Heraclius said, 'Have you ever accused him of telling lies before his claim ( ofProphet-hood)?'
I replied, 'No. '

Heraclius said, 'Does he break his promises?'

I replied, 'No. We are at truce with him but we do not know what he will do in it.' I could not
find opportunity to say anything against him except that.

Heraclius asked, 'Have you ever had a war with him?'

I replied, 'Yes.'

Then he said, 'What was the outcome of the battles?'

I replied, 'Sometimes he was victorious and sometimes we.'
Heraclius said, 'What does he order you to do?'

I said, 'He tells us to worship Allah and Allah alone and not to worship anything along with
Him, and to renounce all that our ancestors had said. He orders us to pray, to speak the truth, to
be chaste and to keep good relations with our Kith and kin.'

Heraclius asked the translator to convey to me the following, I asked you about his family and
your reply was that he belonged to a very noble family. In fact all the Apostles come from noble
families among their respective peoples. I questioned you whether anybody else among you
claimed such a thing, your reply was in the negative. If the answer had been in the affirmative, I
would have thought that this man was following the previous man's statement. Then I asked
you whether anyone of his ancestors was a king. Your reply was in the negative, and if it had
been in the affirmative, I would have thought that this man wanted to take back his ancestral
kingdom.
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I further asked whether he was ever accused of telling lies before he said what he said, and your
reply was in the negative. So I wondered how a person who does not tell a lie about others
could ever tell a lie about Allah. I, then asked you whether the rich people followed him or the
poor. You replied that it was the poor who followed him. And in fact all the Apostle have been
followed by this very class of people. Then I asked you whether his followers were increasing or
decreasing. You replied that they were increasing, and in fact this is the way of true faith, till it
is complete in all respects. I further asked you whether there was anybody, who, after
embracing his religion, became displeased and discarded his religion. Your reply was in the
negative, and in fact this is (the sign of) true faith, when its delight enters the hearts and mixes
with them completely. I asked you whether he had ever betrayed. You replied in the negative
and likewise the Apostles never betray. Then I asked you what he ordered you to do. You
replied that he ordered you to worship Allah and Allah alone and not to worship any thing
along with Him and forbade you to worship idols and ordered you to pray, to speak the truth
and to be chaste. If what you have said is true, he will very soon occupy this place underneath
my feet and I knew it (from the scriptures) that he was going to appear but I did not know that
he would be from you, and if I could reach him definitely, I would go immediately to meet him
and if I were with him, I would certainly wash his feet.' Heraclius then asked for the letter
addressed by Allah's Apostle # which was delivered by Dihya to the Governor of Busra, who
forwarded it to Heraclius to read. The contents of the letter were as follows:

"In the name of Allah the Beneficent, the Merciful. (This letter is) from Muhammad the servant
of Allah and His Apostle, to Heraclius the ruler of Byzantine. Peace be upon him, who follows
the right path. Furthermore I invite you to Islam, and if you become a Muslim you will be safe,
and Allah will double your reward, and if you reject this invitation of Islam you will be
committing a sin by misguiding your Arisiyin (peasants). (And I recite to you Allah's
Statement:)

'O people of the scripture! Come to a word common to you and us that we worship none but
Allah and that we associate nothing in worship with Him, and that none of us shall take others
as Lords beside Allah. Then, if they turn away, say: Bear witness that we are Muslims (those
who have surrendered to Allah).' (Aal-e-Imran - 64).

Abu Sufyan then added, "When Heraclius had finished his speech and had read the letter, there
was a great commotion in the Royal Court. So we were removed from the court. I told my
companions that the question of Ibn-Abi-Kabsha) (Prophet Muhammad %) has become so
prominent that even the King of Bani Al-Asfar (Byzantine) is afraid of him. Then I became sure
that he (the Prophet ¥) would be the conqueror in the near future till I embraced Islam.

The sub narrator adds, "Ibn An-Natur was the Governor of llya' (Jerusalem) and Heraclius was
the head of the Christians of Sham. Ibn An-Natur narrates that once while Heraclius was
visiting ilya' (Jerusalem), he got up in the morning with a sad mood. Some of his priests asked
him why he was in that mood? Heraclius was a fore-teller and an astrologer. He replied, 'At
night when I looked at the stars, I saw that the leader of those who practice circumcision had
appeared (become the conqueror). Who are they who practice circumcision?' The people
replied, 'Except the Jews nobody practices circumcision, so you should not be afraid of them

(Jews).
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Tust Issue orders to kill every Jew present in the country.'

While they were discussing it, a messenger sent by the king of Ghassan to convey the news of
Allah's Apostle # to Heraclius was brought in. Having heard the news, he (Heraclius) ordered
the people to go and see whether the messenger of Ghassan was circumcised. The people, after
seeing him, told Heraclius that he was circumcised. Heraclius then asked him about the Arabs.
The messenger replied, 'Arabs also practice circumcision.'

(After hearing that) Heraclius remarked that sovereignty of the 'Arabs had appeared. Heraclius
then wrote a letter to his friend in Rome who was as good as Heraclius in knowledge. Heraclius
then left for Homs. (a town in Syria and stayed there till he received the reply of his letter from
his friend who agreed with him in his opinion about the emergence of the Prophet #and the
fact that he was a Prophet. On that Heraclius invited all the heads of the Byzantines to assemble
in his palace at Homs. When they assembled, he ordered that all the doors of his palace be
closed. Then he came out and said, 'O Byzantines! If success is your desire and if you seek right
guidance and want your empire to remain then give a pledge of allegiance to this Prophet.
(embrace Islam).'

(On hearing the views of Heraclius) the people ran towards the gates of the palace like onagers
but found the doors closed. Heraclius realized their hatred towards Islam and when he lost the
hope of their embracing Islam, he ordered that they should be brought back in audience.

(When they returned) he said, 'What already said was just to test the strength of your conviction
and I have seen it.' The people prostrated before him and became pleased with him, and this
was the end of Heraclius's story (about his faith).
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