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1. THE PEOPLE OF A’AD

Prophet Hood (234l 4de) belonged to the people whose ancestor was A’ad, the great
grandson of Nooh (p3dl de). This is the reason they are called the people of A’ad.
Hood (p3wd) 4e) lived in the Kingdom which was established by A “ad.

Ibn Jarir reported that Prophet Hood (a3l 4ie) was from a tribe called 'A’ad ibn 'Aus,
ibn Sam ibn Noah (sl 4de), who were Arabs living in al-Ahqaf (curved sand-hills)
region in Yemen between Oman and Hadramawt, on a land called Ashar stretching out
into the sea. The name of their valley was Mughith.

It is in Quran - Y 4 (5 4% o5 e S8 il 35 alaalL Aag O3 Y ale BT RN
st o3 Glde f&e GIAT 3 ) Y) 15355 [And remember (Hood 3l 4fe), the
brother of A'ad, when he warned his people in the curved sand-hills
(located in the southern part of Arabian Peninsula). Surely, warner’s have
passed before him and after him. (Hood @3l 4le warned his people),
'worship none but Allah. Truly, I fear for you the punishment of a Mighty
Day.'] (Al-Ahqaaf - 21)

The people of A’ad were tall, powerful, and wealthy, who built countless buildings and
monuments as a show of their might. Large tracts of their lands (<5aYl) were irrigated
with canals. They were arrogant and had devised various rituals of idol worship. They
worshiped many idols, chief among them were Samd, Samud and Hara.
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2. PROPHET HOOD (sl 4ic)

Before the birth of Hood (a3l 4de), his mother, who was pious woman, saw great
visions about him and his prophet-hood. Hood’s (23l 4:le) father may have been a
pious person as well because he was raised by his parents away from idol worship
widely prevalent among his people.

After the declaration of Prophet-hood, Hood (a3l 44de) started preaching and invited
his people to worship Allah (J>5 3¢) alone. He told them to repent for their sins and
plead for mercy and forgiveness from Allah (353 3¢). He preached for a long time, but
their arrogance, aggression and idol worship increased. He tried to speak to them,
individually and collectively, to explain about Allah's (Jx3 ) mercy; how Allah ( 3¢
Ja3) made them the successor of the followers of Nooh (23l «de). How Allah (Ja5 3e)
gave them strength and power, and how He sent them rain to revive their lands for
cultivation. He also warned them about the day of Judgment when they will have to
reply for their deeds. They argued, how, after death when they had turned into dust,
can they come back again to answer for their deeds?

Their arguments were patiently heard by Hood (-3l 4de) and he explained that this is
Allah’s justice that whoever does good, will get rewards and whoever does evil, will get
torment. The justice demands that there be a Day of Accounting because good is not
always victorious in life. Sometimes evil overpowers good. Will such crimes go
unpunished? Therefore, the Day of Judgment, or a day of accounting is essential.

The chiefs among the people asked, is it not strange that a person like us is chosen to
reveal Allah’s (J23 3¢) message? Hood (-l 4de) replied, what is strange in it? Allah's
(Ja3 32) wants to guide you.

Hood (p3udl e ) warned of Nooh's (a3l 43e) flood which happened not long ago. This
is a precedent of Allah’s (J55 3¢) punishment to the arrogant wrongdoers. He warned
them to be careful in whatever they do.

The Chiefs asked, who is going to destroy us? Hood (-3l 44e) replied, Allah (a3 J“—),
and ‘I fear for you for that punishment’.

Years passed, but majority of the people remained adamant and defiant. They started
to accuse and abuse Hood (3wl 4)le) saying he is of unsound mind. One day they came
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and told him that they know the reason for his madness, saying, ‘since you have
insulted our gods, it is their curse that you have become insane’.

It is in Quran - - Cuel 5y &1 3 - G648 V1 35 2 AT 1 08 ) - Gl 3o &
M\@)d&u)m\-uu\su\u‘)ulcY\gﬁ\u\ P\wmlc?ﬁh\h}-u}ub\}‘m\ \}m
G 15805 - ) shadal 5 ) 186 - 0y s sk Bl 13)5 - (5443 eﬂﬂ plias 55085 - ¢
e g e Bl LAl 3 - sty cling - Gy Al A8 - 503 Wy 250 [ When
their brother Hood (a3l 43de) said to them, 'Will you not fear (Allah)?
Indeed, I am a trustworthy Apostle for you. So, fear Allah and obey me. I
do not seek any compensation from you. My reward exists only with the
Lord of the worlds. (Why) do you build a landmark on every high place
in vanity. Are you building strong fortresses as if you are going to live
here forever? And when you attack others, why do you attack like
tyrants? So, fear Allah and obey me. And Fear Him Who has aided you
with all (good things) that you know. He provided you with cattle and
children. And gardens and springs. Surely, I fear for you the punishment
of a terrible Day.' (Ash- Shu’araa - 123-35)

It is in Quran - G5 - G3¥ GBI W) s ) - Gudae 5l Ge (&8 2 sl cabie g Gile 215018
Oty GAT[ They (the people of A’ad) said, it’s all the same for us whether
you warn (us) or not. Truly, this is nothing but morals of the ancient ones.
We will never be punished.] (Ash-Shu’araa - 136-38)

It is in Quran - - (nieda &l HA5 Ly SIS G Ll (S Gy A5 Ly Ay s L 3 5b ) 518
20050 G =GR G 2 o 13yl Al I 082 sl Uill G &SRV Y) O )
& O el 38T 54 ) 4013 Gpe T é);@)w‘éﬂ uﬁy@‘-u;ﬁ‘é’ﬁm‘fﬁﬁﬂ
:u,)my”s}c L 5 Galditys© ;ﬂ\mm)\ue&,‘um\}:yuu il Ll pea Ll

Co 15235 U Had 5y 4 | Sl ol 3 135k R0 G0 ala Wl - das oo n 08 e ) &) Tl
camwﬂy_u\} RTETS )\JAJS)A\ | a5 Al \)mc}(;é)&uh | s =le dﬁj-hﬂcu\x
ash o3 alal 13RS VI 150 e &) I PAalE axs Al G | They said, ‘O Hood
(p>d) 44e), you have not brought us any manifest proof (a miracle). We are
not going to abandon our gods for what you say, and we are not going to
believe you. 'We only say that you have been severely struck by one of our
deities'. Hood (p3wd) 43de) said, 'T make Allah a witness, and you all bear
witness that I have no relation with whatever you ascribe (as partners to
Allah)', So, when Our command was issued, We rescued Hood (p2ball 4de)
by Our grace, and those who believed with him, and saved them from a
dreadful doom. These were the people of A'ad who denied the word of

their Lord and rebelled against His Apostles and followed the instructions
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of every perverse tyrant. They were condemned in this life and will be
condemned in the Hereafter. Look, (the tribes of) A'ad, the nation of Hood
(2l 4de) indeed defied their Lord.] (Hood - 53-60)

3. THE DESTRUCTION OF THE PEOPLE OF A’AD

When the people remained defiant, they were struck by drought throughout their lands
for consecutive 3 years. There was no rain. The sun scorched the desert sand which
looked like fire. The people asked Hood (23l 44e) about the draught. He told that this
is Allah’s (J>5 3¢) punishment for them and there is still time to repent for the past
misdeeds and accept the message of their Lord. He said, “if you accept, He will send
rain with which you will become stronger’. They did not believe him and became more
adamant in disbelief.

When their rebellion reached to its height, the punishment came. The weather changed
suddenly from burning dry and hot to harsh cold with wind that shook everything.
They saw it as a cloud advancing towards their valleys. They thought it was just a
passing cloud which will bring them rain. They did not know that this was the
punishment for which they used to ask Hood (p3d) 43 to bring upon them. The wind
increased day after day. The people started to flee. They ran for shelter to hide but the
gale became stronger, ripping their tents. They tried to hide under cloth covers but the
gale became stronger and tore away the covers and penetrated the body. Whatever was
there, it was destroyed. The storm raged for 8 days and 7 nights.

It is in Quran - A4 duld; JUl i agile WAL - MLC‘)AA‘)AAC—I_).\‘)SSAGJLGLA\J
48 JA5 Sael 28 e e e a5l 58 G LA [As for Alad, they were destroyed
by a furious violent wind, which Allah unleashed on them, non-stop for
seven nights and eight days, so that you would have seen its people lying
dead like trunks of uprooted palm trees.] (Al-Haaqqa - 6-7)

It is in Quran - ) ) 06 - u;sal..al\ Ge &K ummuuu@\ e aly s ) Sha
1 16 agiagl (i W jle 4305 L u,x@au,sesuu_\ss}mmjuesm,mm
Ry bam\ﬂe-uﬂ-wu—wdsgm Al Lk L " At L 5h Tk G e
ESECA PR EREN JAS * sl V) [ They replied, 'Did you come to turn us
away from our gods? Then bring us the punishment you promise us if
you are telling the truth.' Prophet Hood (o3 4le) said, 'the Knowledge of
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its occurrence come is only with Allah. I am only conveying the Message
with which I have been sent, however, I can see that you are ignorant
people.' Then, when they saw it (punishment) as a dense cloud coming
towards their valleys, they said, 'this cloud will bring us rain.' Nay, but it
is that (punishment) which you were asking to be hastened! It is a wind, in
it, is a painful punishment! It is going to destroy everything by the
command of its Lord. Consequently, by the morning, there was nothing to
be seen except the ruins of their dwellings. That was the retribution of
those guilty people.] (Al-Ahqaaf - 22-25)

That violent gale did not stop until the entire region was reduced to ruins and its
wicked people destroyed, swallowed by the sands of the desert. There was total
extermination of the people of A’ad and their monuments were completely effaced.
Hood (23l 4de) and his followers were saved from the storm.

4. THE DEATH OF HOOD (p3bdl 44le)

After the storm, Hood (23l 4de) and his followers migrated to Hadramout and lived
there in peace. The Arab historians say that the only people belonging to A’ad who
survived were the followers of the Prophet Hood (a3l 4le). These survivors are known
as the Second A’ad (4£4ll sle). The people who were annihilated are known as 'First A’ad

(‘_,JJ‘\J\ e,

Prophet Hood (3wl 4de) lived in Hadramout for as long as Allah (Ja3 ) wished.
When he died, he was buried there.

® The grave of Hood (23l 4ile) is located 90 miles north of
/ Mukalla in Hadramout. It is a place visited by Muslims
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